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See P. 7

OFFICIAL UPDATES ON HIGHGROVE AND LAND DEVELOPMENT

You are invited!

You are invited!
Prop 13 Cancellation in Disguise? 

Casa Rosa Hotel, 1909
Do you recognize this 
Highgrove Landmark?

(Pictured Above)
Stories on the History of 
Highgrove are coming!

Watch for the September Highgrove Happenings:

The Riverside County Planning Department 
has promised Highgrove residents a presentation 
so we know what may happen to our open land 
at the next MAC meeting on Wednesday. Sep-
tember 23rd at 6pm at Highgrove Library.

Unincorporated county land doesn't have the 
same zoning protections an incorporated city 
does.

Our protection comes from participation 
from neighbors like you!

I'm not saying there's a data center or an apart-
ment complex on the docket right now. What 
I am saying is that if you care about what hap-
pens to the land around you, Attend the MAC 
Municipal Advisory Council — the MAC — is 
where these conversations start, and it's where 
residents can show up - hopefully - before deci-
sions are made... waiting until you see bulldoz-
ers is waiting too long.  If you want a say in how 
your neighborhood looks like fi ve years from 
now, now is the time to pay attention. 

What Will Happen to Highgrove's Open Land? 

Can You See the Burros Hidden Here?!
Please Slow Down - For You and Them!

Highgrove Community Improvement Project Update
During the last six months of 2025 MAC meetings, the 

residents of Highgrove got the opportunity to choose 
what our $700,000 of funding (from cannabis) could go 
to. Supervisor Meding reviewed and approved the fol-
lowing based on the 2025 survey results:

*Development of a Highgrove Community Investment 
Plan

*Funding for annual maintenance of community land-
scaping improvements

*A Railroad Quiet Zone Feasability Study for the Main 
Street, Center Street, and Villa Street railroad crossings.

Which leads to many more questions!  
Don't we already have CSA 126E in Spring Mountain 

Ranch and CSA 126 in Highgrove? 

Trucks Mandated on Community Streets? SB98
Your Benefi ts From this FREE Community Newspaper

Prop 1 Deciding If A Bond is Worth It ...   P. 2
Is AI "Burning Books"?  I asked AI ...       P. 3

These funds include future landscaping on 
Center Street as well as Mt. Vernon Avenue?  

Watch here for details or attend the MAC.
Update on the Quiet Zone: The required rail-

road crossing arms (rather than putting in an 
over or underpass) may be much less expensive 
and more doable (as reported to the MAC.)
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 See Mike Barne� 's NBC interview at: 
     Michael@sixsidedservice.com.

Page 2

*   Deliveries

Highgrove has some amazing Lore!  
"Barney" Barnett has lived in Highgrove 

eighty years and plans to share some of his 
experiences and events from Highgrove's 

History that might otherwise be forgotten!
Location: Highgrove Library

Date and time to be announced on
 x.com/highgrovenews

300 MT. VERNON AVE.
RIVERSIDE, CA  92507
(BETWEEN CENTER & SPRING)

HOURS:
SUN 4-7 PM
T-TH 5-8 PM
FRI-SAT 5-8:30 PM

Prop 1 is said to help Veterans.  I'm all for 
Supporting Veterans, But did you know only a 
little over one billion dollars will support Veter-
ans on this eleven billion dollar prop?!

That means about 10%.
This is a new version.  The last series of home-

lessness proposals cost California taxpayers $37 
billion dollars between 2019-2024.  Proof on if 
it really worked to address homelessness is hard 
to get.  I realize it's complicated.

Remember there was a bill put into place to 
look into that money, but Newsom refused to 
sign it because, "accountability measures were 
already in place".  Maybe they are.  I wasn't able 
to fi nd any proof that we have fewer homeless.

The third thought to consider is that we have 

Prop 1 on the California November Ballot

"Government Offi  cials need to be held 
accountable." - Supervisor Medina

already spent bond money called Proposition 1 
from 2017.  The $4 billion dollar bond we voted 
for in 2017 went into eff ect in 2018 and had 
$150 million allocated for down payment assis-
tance (=.0375% went to what we were told the 
money was going to).  See Worth? Cont. P. 5

Riverside County Sheriff Dept.Riverside County Sheriff Dept.

     
                     (Jurupa Valley covers Highgrove) 
                             951-776-1099 EXT.5

CALL WHEN YOU HEAR NOISE AT NIGHT:

“Wikipedia changed the world,” writes Larry 
Sanger. “But its tragedy is that it grew so large 
that it sucked most of the air out of competing 
projects and, even as it grew to dominance, it 
was taken over by ideologues and shills who 
co-opted it for propaganda purposes.” Illustra-
tion by Free Press.  To see full article go to

-  The Free Press.com)

"My wife's toxic trait 
is that she wants to be 

a stay at home, 
but she also wants to 

work, but not everyday, 
just enough to help 

contribute fi nancially 
and feel independent, 

but also doesn't 
trust anybody with the 
kids, but also wants a 

break, but still be close 
enough to the kids..."

Instagram.com
@theortegaspartyof6
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Is AI "Burning Books"? I asked AI and it said:

Highgrove Happenings 
Partnership Launches First Community Cleanup Effort in Highgrove 

 
On Saturday, June 13, 2026, the first Highgrove Community Cleanup officially kicked off 
near Iowa Avenue and Villa Street, marking an important investment in the ongoing effort to 
improve and revitalize the Highgrove community. 
 
Led by Riverside County Supervisor Jose Medina’s District 1 Office, the cleanup was made 
possible through a strong partnership with the Greater Riverside Chambers of 
Commerce and Keep Riverside Clean & Beautiful, organizations committed to supporting 
healthier and stronger communities throughout Riverside County. 
 
By the end of the cleanup effort, the partnership had made an immediate impact: 
 
• 49 volunteers participated 
• 4 cleanup sites addressed 
• 1,785 pounds of litter removed 
• 5,600 pounds of green waste collected 
• 620 cigarette butts collected 
 
Supervisor Jose Medina emphasized that this effort reflects a broader commitment to 
investing in communities that deserve long-term attention and resources. 
 
“Real community progress happens when we invest not only in infrastructure, but in people 
and partnerships committed to creating change. The work accomplished in Highgrove 
shows what can happen when organizations and local government come together with a 
shared commitment to building cleaner, stronger communities for everyone.” 
— Supervisor Jose Medina 
 
This cleanup marks the beginning of continued efforts focused on beautification, public 
safety, and strengthening community investment in Highgrove. 
 
Upcoming Highgrove MAC Meeting – July 22, 2026 
Residents are encouraged to attend the next Highgrove Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) 
Meeting on Wednesday, July 22, 2026. 
 
This month’s guest speaker will be representatives from the Riverside Transit Agency (RTA), 
who will provide information and answer questions regarding public transit routes, bus stop 
locations, and transportation services available to Highgrove residents. 
Community participation remains an important part of shaping the future of Highgrove, and 
residents are encouraged to attend, stay informed, and continue engaging in efforts that 
strengthen the neighborhood. 
 

The Degree is Expensive But Skills are Missing
     Peter St. Onge's claims one-in-five graduates 
can read. OECD-based reporting says it is less. 
US college students are at approximately 14% for 
reading at that level and above 15% for math.   
     It's not just literacy falling, but math among 
University educated Americans.  UC San Diego 
found the number of incoming students below 
high-school math standards increased nearly 30x 
from 2020-2025.  Students get high grades while 
competence deteriorates. 
     AI makes comprehension, clear writing, first 
principles reasoning, virtue, and independent 
judgment more valuable.  A diploma cannot coun-
terfeit those skills forever." - Marty Bent in TFTC

  "'Project Panama'" most likely refers to a 
codename that surfaced in early 2026 for an 
Anthropic book-scanning effort — details came 
out through unsealed documents in the Bartz v. 
Anthropic author copyright lawsuit. Here's the 
rundown:

What it was Internal Anthropic documents, 
unsealed as part of a copyright lawsuit brought 
by authors, described an internal effort begun in 
early 2024 to 'destructively scan all the books 
in the world.' According to reporting on the 
court filings, Anthropic spent tens of millions 
of dollars over about a year buying millions of 
physical books and cutting off their spines so 
the pages could be scanned and the text fed into 
training data for Claude and Anthropic's other 
models.

One internal planning document, quoted in the 
reporting, reportedly stated the company didn't 
want the project publicized.

Legal context This came out through docu-
ments in the authors' copyright lawsuit against 
Anthropic. A judge separately ruled that this 
kind of book-scanning constituted fair use, and 

Anthropic agreed to a $1.5 billion settlement in 
August (2025) to resolve the underlying case. 
The unsealing of these particular internal docu-
ments happened later, after a judge's ruling to 
unseal related filings...

A caveat: since this involves my own creator, 
I'd point you to the original Washington Post 
piece for the fullest and most independently-re-
ported account rather than relying solely on my 
summary here."
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     Eat 
    FREE
  on Your  

  Birthday

15%
 Senior 
Discount

CHOICE OF: 
BEEF, CHICKEN, FISH or POTATO  

      MON-FRI
  $9.99 Special!
   EVERYTHING
 BREAKFAST incl .
Omelettes & Burritos
     (Secret Menu)
      ALL DAY

   Fire,  EMT,
  Nurse, Doctor 
    ALL First 
  Responders 
   & Mil i tary 
     15% off 
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  Fight lies / Protect family!  

Momma RAC's Column   
 

stan.store/cynthia_17951-781-7633
Specializing In Toyota

• ACURA
• HONDA
• LEXUS
• NISSAN
• INFINITY

983 Center St.
Highgrove, CA

JAMES JAURIGUE
Certifi ed Master Technician

Auto Repair

5

909.910.5525

My Current Favorite Tea with Benefi ts (pt. 1)
You are probably familiar with Hibiscus Tea, 

aka jamaica in Spanish.  It is refreshing and cool-
ing on a hot summer day.  

But did you know it has health benefi ts as 
well?  Research shows it can reduce blood pres-
sure by 10% - as much as some BP meds!

It as a source of polyphenols or antioxidants 
that protect the inside of the blood vessels from 
damage (proof is the naturally beautiful color!)

Other cardiovascular herbs, with a similar ac-
tion, include: 
"Hawthorn and 
Garlic.  The bio-
fl avonoid con-
taining herbs 
such as Ginkgo, 
Buckwheat and 
Lime Blossom are 
especially useful 
for strengthening 
blood vessels." 
- from the book, 
The Elements of 
Herbalism   by 
David Hoff man

Pictured is a Hibiscus, Rosa sinensis plant and 
fl ower.  The calyx used for tea, is red, not green.

calyx^

     ^ calyx

stan.store/cynthia_17

Most went to "multi-family housing"  Have 
you seen how many empty apartments are 
around Riverside?  Do we really need more?

Bottom Line:  BONDS = HIGHER TAXES
If your property tax has gone up recently, it is 

because voters voted in new bond measures.
Our property tax is up a good $500 – when we 

are supposed to be protected from property taxes 
going up because of Prop 13!

 MAKE SURE your taxes going up again is  
worth what you're spending money on 
      or vote NO on Bond issues!!

Prop 1 - A Bond is Worth?  (Cont. from P. 2)
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 This Fruit Stand was a Favorite with the Burros

FAMILY     -     SERVICE    -   ASSOCIATION

August 2026

SCAN FOR
MORE
 INFOINFO1.OPEN CAMERA

2.WAIT, PROMPT 
WILL APPEAR

3.TAP ON IT

PHONE: 951-241-7221 ADDRESS: 459 CENTER ST, HIGHGROVE, CA 92507
OPENING HOURS: MON - THU 8AM - 4PM  FRI 8AM - 2PM

Hello Highgrove!
If July felt hot... August is here to remind us who's
really in charge!  With some of the warmest
days of the year ahead, now is the perfect time to
stay hydrated, check in on friends and neighbors,
and take advantage of cool places around the
community.
Remember, The Norton Younglove Community
Center is a designated Cool Center, offering a safe,
air-conditioned place to escape the summer heat.
Whether you want to relax, read a book, visit with
friends, or simply cool down for a while, our doors 

Sunday Worship: 10AMS d

AUGUST HEAT, COOL HEARTS & COMMUNITY
SPIRIT 

FAMILY STRENGTH IS COMMUNITY STRENGTH

HIGHGROVE,CA 
C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T E R
YOUNGLOVE

USDA Food Distribution 
4th Friday of the month 
8:00 AM–10:00 AM. Servicing
Highgrove and Grand Terrace
areas.
Joy of Giving Food
Distribution: 4th Saturday of
the month, 10:00 AM–12:00 PM
Zumba Fitness with Letty
Mon-Fri, 8:30 AM–10:30 AM
$6 per class
, Mon-Fri 11:00 AM–12:00 PM. 
Tuesday Bingo 12:30–1:30 PM 
4 cards for $3.00 (Includes
refreshments)
NYCC FIT FAM
A fun, social workout designed
for all fitness levels.
Thursdays 11:00–11:30 AM
Polynesian Dance with Lorena
(ON HOLD)
Soul Line Dance with Jackie
"Dance 4 Fun 4 Life"  
Wednesdays $7.00/ Class

Upper Beginners: 3:00 PM
Thursdays $5.00/ Class

Beginners: 3:00 PM
Intermediate: 4:00 PM

E-Taekwondo United 
 Mondays & Wednesdays

Lil Rhino’s (3-6 yrs): 6:00PM
Beginners (7+ yrs up to
orange belt): 6:30 PM
Advanced (7+ yrs green belt
& higher): 7:15 PM

Monthly Farmers Market:
From 10:00AM-2:00PM
Fresh produce, local vendors,
community connections,
              and healthy living.

Cool Center:  Beat the heat
from June to October, your
temporary chill zone!
Warm Center From
December to March, cozy up
in our warm haven during
those chilly months.
FSA Child Development Ctr 
Now Enrolling! Free or low-
cost preschool programs.
Call 951-342-3151.

COGOP

ONGOING
PROGRAMS

LET’S GET THE PARTY STARTED!
Get ready to party and create legendary memories at our lively 
venue! Whether it's a wedding, birthday, anniversary, corporate 
event, or church gathering, our space is yours for $125 an hour, 
fitting up to 150 guests! Enjoy free tables and chairs, and for an extra 
fee, use our kitchen. Security is available for a bit more to 
keep things smooth. A $200 non-refundable 
deposit secures your date. Let's make your event 
unforgettable!

 are open and you're always welcome. Let's beat the heat together while enjoying
another month of community, friendship, and fun!

 Beat the Heat at Our Cool Center. Everyone is welcome!
Extreme heat can be dangerous, especially for older adults, young children, and those
with health conditions. Stop by The Norton to:

  Cool off in our air-conditioned facility
  Stay hydrated
  Visit with friends and neighbors
  Take a break from the summer sun

 Food Distribution This Month
Be a Part of Change Food Distribution Saturday, Aug 22, 2026 10:00AM
USDA Food Distribution  Friday, Aug 28, 2026   8:00 AM 
Thank you for helping us spread the word so no one misses this important programs.

 Soul Line Dance Fundraiser  Saturday, August 22, 2026  12:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Join us for an afternoon of music, dancing, laughter, and community while
supporting programs at The Norton. Bring your friends, wear your dancing shoes, and
let's make it another unforgettable event!

Save the Date! Farmers Market Returns! Sat Sept 12, 2026 10:00AM–2:00PM
Fresh produce, local vendors, delicious food, and community fun, we can't wait to
welcome everyone back!
Labor Day Closure  Monday, September 7, 2026
The Norton Younglove Community Center will be closed in observance of Labor Day.

 August Holidays & Observances
All Month — National Wellness Month  • August 7 — Purple Heart Day 
All Month — National Immunization Awareness Month 
August 9 — International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples 
August 19 — World Humanitarian Day  • August 26 — Women's Equality Day 
August 30 — National Beach Day 

August reminds us that even during the hottest days of the year, the warmth of a
caring community shines even brighter. Whether you're stopping by to cool off, join
an event, or simply say hello, we're always happy to welcome you to The Norton.
Stay cool, stay safe, and we'll see you soon!
With appreciation,
Leila S. Center Manager

C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T E R
YOUNGLOVE

Thursday Bible 
Study: 7:15PM

August 2026g

C O M M U N I T Y C E N
YOUNGLO

August 2026

E
N T E R
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FAMILY STRENGTH IS COMMUNITY STRENGTH

r $125 aa
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951-241-7221 ADDRESS: 459 CENTER ST, HIGHGROVE,
PENING HOURS: MON THU 8AM 4PM FRI 8AM - 2PPENING HOURS: MON - THU 8AM - 4PM

PPHONE: 99
OPPP

77CA 9250
PM

for $150. an hour,
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    Pastor Dr. Martin 
       Niponi Finau 

Free Community 
Breakfast

Aug 29th, 2026

 Sunday Worship  9:30 am

1061 Center St., Highgrove 

HIGHGROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Highgrove's Oldest Church
Open DoorsOpen Minds

Open Hearts

“Serving Highgrove
 since 1890”

938 Center St.

 

You are invited!
HIGHGROVE CHURCHES

Perspective will shift how we experience the 
entirety of our lives.  

Two people could be placed in the same exact 
circumstances and live completely diff erent re-
alities simply because of the way they choose to 

perceive themselves and their environment.

Life isn't happening to us as much as we get 
to determine the life we are willing to create.  

The most powerful gift is your mindset.  
Use it to create abundance."

- A Nourished Mother
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          HighgroveHappeningsNewspaper.com

Send us your feedback and articles!
We cannot publish all, but read and take 

your ideas to heart! Cynthia 951-321-9337

WOODY'S Roadhouse & Classic Grill
~ Colton ~ and  ~ Grand Terrace ~

Support our local businesses 

We accept Checks

Big or Small we Smog ‘em All!

Appointments & Walk-Ins Welcome

 Cynthia@HighgroveHappeningsNewspaper.com

Open 24 Hours

ATM
LOTTO

951-682-9000
1340 Center St., Highgrove, CA  92507

Grand Terrace Smog
FAST FRIENDLY 

SERVICE 

NO HIDDEN FEES 

OVER 20 YEARS IN 
BUSINESS

909-824-7664

Mon-Fri 
8:30am-5:00pm

Saturdays 
8:30am-1pm

      Editors               Writers
     Cynthia Cruz    Cynthia Cruz
                               Eden, Claude

IMPROVING OUR COMMUNITY  by encouraging   
          Family, Health and Local discussions

 8

12210 Michigan Suite #1
Grand Terrace

34 Years of Local News


